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Luce Irigaray  

Luce Irigaray holds doctorates in both linguistics and philosophy,
and has practised as a psychoanalyst for many years. Author of
over twenty books, she has established a reputation as a pre-
eminent theorist of sexual difference – a term she would prefer to
‘feminist’. The latter carries with it the history of feminism as a
struggle for equality, whereas Irigaray sees herself more as a
feminist of difference, emphasizing the need to differentiate
women from men over and above the need to establish parity
between the sexes.
(Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy)

“The first communication between human beings, the one between the
newborn and the mother, happens through touch. Strangely this first
way of relating to each other has barely been considered by our
education and our culture, which have favoured sight to the detriment
of touch. And yet touching and being touched means experiencing
ourselves as living beings. For lack of such a touch, we do not perceive
the limits nor the sensitive potential of our bodies. Then we remain
immersed in a natural or a cultural universe, incapable of reaching our
own individuation and of knowing our fundamental difference from the
other(s).” 

(Springer Nature)


