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Project 

Extinguished Countries has been founded by the Italian  

journalist and travel writer Giovanni Vale. The idea is to  

propose travel guidebooks to countries that no longer exist, 

discovering all the things we share from our common past, 

which shape our current identities.   

 

The ExCo project invites its community to delve into the  

concepts of identity, borders, and nations. By emphasizing  

our similarities and celebrating our differences, we strive to 

forge bridges connecting all people across the globe.  

To achieve this goal, we’ve employed a variety of storytelling 

techniques, including guidebooks, podcasts, and a curated  

library of thought-provoking books. These resources  

investigate the core principles of our project, exploring the 

concepts of self and other, the teachings of history, and  

the complexity of our identity. 

GIOVANNI VALE (Gemona del Friuli, 1987) is an Italian journalist and  

writer based in Zagreb. Since 2014, he has worked as a correspondent 

from the Balkans for various European media outlets. His reports 

have appeared in La Croix, Libération, Corriere della Sera, il Manifesto, 

OBCT, and Swiss radio RSI, among others. In recent years, he has also 

contributed to several travel guides published by Gallimard, Touring 

Club Italiano, and Petit Futé. He is the creator of the Extinguished  

Countries project and the editor of Habsburg Empire guidebook.  


