
This talk offers an alternative account of identity formation in Ireland and Central Europe, as it challenges 
the image of an isolated Irish nation that defined itself internationally mainly through its relationship with 
the British Empire in the first half of the twentieth century. In particular, the traffic of different types of 
transfers and comparisons that occurred between Ireland and the small successor states of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire are explored. By adopting this transnational approach, this talk documents the 
outward-looking attitude of Irish nationalists to show the complexity and fluidity of Irish images of Central 
Europe. In doing this, it highlights the significance of rethinking the question of borders and identities in 
these regions. 

Lili Zách is an Assistant Professor at the School of English and American Studies, Eötvös Loránd University, 
Budapest. She received her MA degrees from the University of Szeged, Hungary, and completed her PhD 
at the National University of Ireland, Galway. She is the author of Imagining Ireland Abroad, 1904-1945: 
Conceiving the Nation, Identity, and Borders in Central Europe  (Palgrave Macmillan, 2021), and has 
published a number of chapters and articles on transnational aspects of Irish history. Her research 
interests lie in the field of transnational history, humour studies and food history, focusing on the 
interconnectedness of the human past and the complexity of identities across the English-speaking world. 

This guest lecture series is a collaboration between the Filozofski fakultet u Rijeci and Filozofska fakulteta 
(Univerza v Ljubljani), and is kindly sponsored by the Embassies of Ireland in Croatia and Slovenia.   
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